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An Impartial 


JACCOUNT 


Of the late Famous 
SIEGE of Gibraltar. 


8s none can pretend to be better 
& furniſh'd with proper Materials 

| for it than myſelf, having been a 
Witneſs to the following Tranſ= 

aftions, I was willing to oblige 
my Country with a faithful Account of the 
Siege of Gibraltar: A Siege, in which the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of the Nation were greatly 
concern'd, and have been juſtly adhered to; 
ſo that by the Wiſdom and Bravery of the 
Britiſh Officers and Soldiery, the Glory of the 
Engliſh Arms has been advanced as much as 
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= than it ſeems in the % de 
— in this Part of the World; and to 
give the Enemy their Due, they underſtood 
their Buſineſs too well; and ſeem'd, as equal 
to the Undertaking as any Men that could 
have undertook it: They were bold and da- 
ring to the laſt Degree; and at the ſame Time 
acted with that Prudence and Caution, which 
were an undeniable Evidence of their —_ 
under the Direction of able and experienced 
| . Officers. They behaved with the utmoſt In- 
| > | trepidity and Reſolution; and their Bravery 
was their Support in the greateſt Extremities: 
There was nothing wanting that Men could 
Effect; and had any other but Britiſh Forces 
oppoſed their Arms, their Valour might per. 
haps have ſurmounted all Difficulties, and 
accompliſh'd their Enterprize; tho an Enter- 
prize ſo deſperate, as is not impofſ ble to 'be 
exceeded by any Thing but their renewing 
the Attack, Gibraltar being much more im- 
pregnable than it was before. To the effect- 
ing of this, the Jews were not a little Ser- 
viceable ; they wrought in the moſt indefati- 
sable Manner, and __ no Pains _ 
they 
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they could be of any Advantage, either in 


the Siege, or aſter it. * 
The Britiſþ Troops carry d with them a Loye 
for their Country more invincible than the 


Fort itſelf; and every Soldier in the Gar 


ſon ſhew'd the Reſolution natural to Eng 


men, when the Honour of their Prince and : 


Nation are ſo deeply engaged: Their Brave- 
ry render'd them ſuperior to all Difficulties 


within, which were not a few; and the furious 


inceſſant Attempts of their Enemies without, 
abortive, and in vain. | 


The Spaniards having given the Alarm, by *' 
talking upon all Occaſions very freely of 
their renew'd Pretenſions to Port Mahon and 


Gibrakar, and confirm'd the Suſpicions of the 
Britiſb Court, by Drawing their Troops toge- 
ther near Cadiz, the neceſſary Diſpoſitions 
were immediately made at London, for ren- 


dering their ſiniſ er Deſigns abortive; and to 
prevent a Surprize, a Body of Troops were 


ordered from Port Mahon, which, with the 
Re- inforcements from Jreland and ' England, 
made the Garriſon Six thouſand Men com- 


pleat, conſiſting of the following Regi- 
ments: | | 


Guards, General Peirſe, Lord Mark-Kerr, 


* Col. Clayton, Col. Egerton, * Col. Middleton, 
* Col. Anſtruther, Col. Diſney, Brigadier Biſſet, 
* Col, Hayſe, * Col. Newton, Col. Cosby. 

N. B. 


* 


[6] 

N B. Thoſe fix Regiments, as mark'd a- 
bove, are left behind in Gibraltar, conſiſting 
of about Three thouſand effective Men; the 
other ſix are arriv'd in England and Ireland « * 
Col. Rane is returned with his Men to Porte* | 
Mahn, being about Five hundred. Gab 


__ ' Having thus given the Names of the Regi- 


ments, I am obliged next to give their Names 


by whom they were Commanded, and under 
whoſe Conduct this famous Siege was ſuſtain'd : 
IT have therefore inſerted all the Field-Officers 


preſent, acccording to their Ranks, with the 


Dates of their Commiſſions, as acting under the 
Right Honourable the Earl of Portmore, Gover- 
nor, and the Honourable Col. Clayton, Deputy. 
Governor. Col, Diſneys Commiſſion, dated 
 Arguſt 23, 17 0; Col. Etgerton, November 15, 


1711; Col. Hargrove, November 15, 1711; Col. + 


Middleton, November 15, 1711; Col. Coch), De- 
cember 25, 1717 ; Col. Anſtruther, March 31, 1721; 
Col. Hayſe, February 24, 1722; Col. Guiſe, July 
7, 1724; General Piers, and Lord Mark-Ker, not 
known; Brigadier Biſſett, not at Gibraltar; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bream, May 15, 1708; Lieut. 
Col. Townſend, September 1, 1709; Lieut. Col, 
Merrick, March 4, 1712; Lieut. Col. Duncomb, 
left his Commiſſion in England; Lieut. Col. 
Haſtings, June 15, 1716; Lieut, Col. Nennedy, 
November 19, 1717; Lieut. Col. Mountague, 
March 15, 1717; Lieut. Col. Peirſon, April 24, 

17:8; Lieut, Col, Bereſworth, May 7, * 83 
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Lieut, Col. Inwood, July 8, 1718; Lieut, Cole 
Williamſon, February 21, 1724; Lieut. Col. Del 
biſher, June 17, 1721; Lieut. Col. Battrow, June 
25, «1722 3 Lieut, Col. Eldrenton, Auguſt 25, 
17223; Lieut. Col. Houghton, Oftober 12, 17223 
Lieut. Col. Brown, December 1, 1722 ; Lieut. 
Col. Price, October 17, 1723; Lieut. Col. Corn- 


If walls, January 23, 1724; Lieut. Col. Onflow, 


July 7, 1724; Major Lord Sampell, April 5, 
1718; Major Flemming, April 16, 1718; Major 
Sole, May 17, 1718; Major Brandeth, May 18, 
1718; Major Leſſrey, May 23, 1720; Major 
Munroe, October 23, 1720 ; Major Harriſon, May, 
9, 1722 ; Major Laighton, Auguſt 22, 1722; Ma- 
Jor Peirſe, Auguſt 25, 1722; Major Abbett, April 
5, 1725. | | 34 

At Length the fatal Day approached, and 
a Body 1 the Army marching out of their 
Camp at St. Roche, broke Ground, and begun 
the Attack of the Place at A, A. B, B. as may 
be _ by the Plan of their Approach, an- 
R | | 
On the 2d of February, O. S. Sir Charles 
Wager, with His Majeſty's Ships under his 
Command, arrived in the Bay in fourteen 
Days from Portſmouth. ' Colonel Clayton, Lieu- 
$enant-Governor of Gibraltar, went aſhore , 
and the Soldiers Sir Charles Wager brought from 
Portſmouth were landed, as were allo thoſe 
that Rear-Admiral Hipſon had on Board the 
Ships he commanded, except three Compa- 
mes, which Sir Charles Wager thought fit to 


keep 
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[EF 
keep on Board the Ships, Governor Clayton 
at his Arrival, found Conde de las Torres en- 
camped near Gibraltar, with about 15-00 | 


Men; and that the Spaniards had raiſed two 


Batteries, one in an Iſland at Algeziras, which 
is on the other Side of the Bay, the other at 
Theſſe, within very near a Gunſhot of the Place, 
but pointing at the Sea. Sir Charles Yager, at 
the Governor's Requeſt, furniſhed him with 
Ten Canon 24 Pounders, Planks for Batteries, 


and other Stores, and ſome Carpenters to be aſ- 


fiſting in the Works. For ſeveral Days twen- 
ty or thirty Boats, and other Veſſels, daily 


were ſuffer d to paſs quietly by the Britiſh 


Squadron, to the Spaniſh Camp. On the 1cth 


at Night, the Conde de las Torres thought fit to 


begin another Battery, within half Gun-ſhot 
of our Fortifications, the Embrazures .pointing 


directly to the Works on the King's and 


Prince's Lines, and the Land-Port : Upon diſ- 


covering which, early the 11th, O. S. in the 


Morning, our Governor wrote the following 


Letter to him. 


: Moſt Excellent Sir, ' bn? 


5 Erceiving this Morning, that your Er- 


4 cellency has open d the Trenches in 


te order to attack this Place, which I think 
« is very contrary to all the Treaties between 
« our Maſters, and no Declarations' of War 
„ being yet made to my Knowledge, I give 
your Excellency Notice, that if you do not 

; + S&T. . . a : " 1 m- 


141 
immediately deſiſt, I ſhall be oblig d to 
take ſuitable 1 many 8 

I ſend this by my Secretary, to whom 1 


e defire your Excellency will pleaſe to give an 
a. — 1 am, Ce. 


046 Faſper om 
Gibraltar, Bt. 22, 1727. N. & 


To which the Conde de Jas Torres return 'd this 
Anſwer, 


* : | 
J Acknowledge yours dated the 22d . 
1 © ftant,- and as to the Trenches being 
opened for the Attack of the Town of Gi- 
„ braltar, T anſwer, that what has been done 
* hitherto is on our own Ground, fortifying 
« thoſe Places where our Batteries may be of 
* Service; with reſpe& to which, that Place 
3 © having no other Diſtrict than that of its For- 
„ tifications, according to the ſame Treaties 
1 You alledge; and you having taken Poſſeſſion 
* of the two Towers within our Juriſdiction, | 
** you. may be aſſured, that if you do not quit 
1 „them, I will a& in the very lame Manner as 
« R intimate: Giving you Notice, that to 
. Siege to that Place, there was no Need 
* en the Attacks ſo far off, as you will 
<« find when Occaſion offers. I am, G. 


4 The Conde de las Rs 
February 22, 1727, N. S. 
| B But 
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. But the Conde de las Torres not deſiſting from 

Working; and the Governour having com- 
municated the Contents of the Letter and 
Anſwer to Sir Charles Wager, and called 
a Council of War of all the commanding 
Officers of the Regiments, it was unani- 
mouſly agreed to Fire at the Enemies Works. 
Accordingly about four in the Afternoon, we 
fired one Cannon with Shot, pointed over their 
Battery, as a Signal that we expected they 
would leave off Gln: Our Governour or- 

dered we ſhould wait ftill an Hour longer, 
that the Ccade de las Torres might have all ſuffi- 
cient Notice, But the Enemy continuing to 
Work, we then gave them all the Obſtruction 
we could by great and ſmall Shot, which muſt 


have coſt them ſome Men, but the Number 


we do not know. The 12th, O. S. in the 
Morning, the Enemy fired from a Battery of 
12 Guns, which they had erected for that Pur- 
poſe at the Bottom of the Bay ; one Ship only, 
the Portland, happen'd to be within their Reach, 
and they Struck her twice with their Shot; 
but being at Diſtance, ſhe received no Damage. 
Then Sir Charles Wager ſent the Day Galley 
and Tyger round the Hill, where he thought 
they might be of ſome Service; and the Sa- 
niards having lodged a Number of Men in the 
Night behind the Rock, ſuppoſed to be about 
2000, they were ſurprized to find our Ships 
firing upon them on that Side in the Morning: 
They caſt up a Bank of Sand to ſecure Ber 

ſelves 
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ſelves as well as they could, but the Cannon 
from the Ships did conſiderable Execution upon 
them, as well as the ſmall Shot and Shells 
thrown down upon them from the Rock. The 
412th, all Day our Cannon and Mortars play d 
on their Trenches and Batteries from His 
Majeſty's Ships as well as the Garrifon, 

On the 14th, O. S. The Spaniards finiſhed 
their firſt Parallel, and caſt up another In- 
trenchment on the Mediterranean Side from 


* 


the Eaſtermoſt Point of the Rock, to defend 


themſelves from the Cannon of his Majeſty's 
Ships, and joined it to their Parallel: Beſides 
our Cannon, Mortars, and ſmall Shot, with 
which we annoyed them, we blow'd ſeveral 


little Mines we daily made on the Top of 


the Mountain hanging over their Place of 
Arms, at the Weſtwardmoſt Point of their 
Intrenchments, with good Succeſs; for when- 
ever the Stones flew down upon them, they 
were forced from their Shelter, and expoſed 
to our Muſquetry and Cannon, which was a 
great Loſs to them. | 
Soon after the Siege began, the Conde de las Tor- 


res, by Proclamation, forbid, upon pain of Death, i 


all Perſons in his Camp to write any Parti- 
culars whatſoever of what paſs'd ; ſo that the 
Spaniards could have no Accounts but what 
the Court of Madrid was pleaſed to give them; 
nor could the Court of Madrid give any, but 
what the General thought proper to make 
them acquainted with; what we learnt, was 

3 . from 
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from Deſerters; and they confirm'd ſo fully 
what each ſaid, that we had no Reaſon to 
think ourſelves impos'd upon: The Execution 
we did them, was always very conſiderable; 
tho never greater, than on the 23d, 24th, 
and 25th of March; except on the 28th. 
of May following; which we ſhall ſpeak: of 
hereafter. | «410 
On the 22d of February, The Beſiegers play'd 
againſt us, in order to Niſmount our Guns, 
one Battery of three Mortars, and another of 
Eighteen Pieces of Cannon; at the ſame Time 
we plyd them inceſſantly from our Batte - 
' Ties and Works, with great and ſmall Shot, 
which ſufficiently annoyed them 
Two Days after this, another Battery of 
two and twenty Embrazures appear'd. two - 
hundred Paces nearer our Works, and a Bomb 
Battery of fourteen Mortars, which were {till 
with a Deſign only to Diſmount the Guns 
of the Garriſon ; for being above three hun- 
dred Paces from the Point of the Rock where 
the Prince's Line ends, it was at too great a 
Diſtance to Batter in Breach; and even much 
further off than thoſe Batteries were erected 
for Battering in Breach during the laſt Siege. 
While we were thus engaged at Land, 
the Britiſh Squadron was properly Employ'd 
at - Sea, | TR % 3-778 
On the 17th of February, O. S. Sir Charles 
Wager, with a Squadron of Men of War, ſailed 
from Gibraltar. The 18th, He met with * 
er 4 0 
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of the Tranſports from 7reland, having on 
Board two Companies of Colonel Hayes's Regi- 


ment, which had been: ſeparated from the 


reſt in bad Weather, in the Latitude of 48, 
the 28th of January: Sir Carles Muger cauſed 
the ſaid two Companies to be taken into 
the Men of War. The 21ſt, the Royal O.k, 
upon Signal given, chaſed and took a Hpauiſb 
Ship named the &. Jago, Don Diego de Ariſon 
Commander, of about 300 hundred Tons, 28 
Guns, 20 Pattereroes, and 150 Men; laden 
with Wine, Oil, Brandy, and ſome Iron, Bund 
for Cartagena in the Weſt-Indizs ; for which Parts 
there were alſo three Governours , Aboacd, 
The 23d, Sir Charles ordered the two Compa- 
nies of Colonel Hayes, to imbark in the ſaid 


Prize, and ſent her to Gibraltar. The 


24th, the Tork joined us from chafing, and 
brought with her a Genoeſe Ship named the Jeſus 
Maria, which left Bilboa the 12th Inſtant, where 
ſhe was freighted with Timber for the King 
of Spain's Account, for Cadix; which Genveſe 
Ship Sir Charle: ſent to Lisbon. Beſides 
theſe, ſeveral Ships fell into the Hands of 
that Squadron in March, loaded with Provi- 
ſions and Military Stores for the Camp ; and 
the Noſtra Sennora del Roſano, being a new Spa- 
niſh Man of War, bound from St. Andero for 
Cadiz,, carrying 46 Guns, and 280 Men; the 
Captain of which was an Iriſhman, named 
Belſhazar Sherlick, and one Robert Clark, an Eng- 
liſhman, was a Lieutenant on Board. The Royal 
4 Oak 
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Oak came firſt up with her; and ſhe flood a 
Broad-ſide or two; but neither receiv d much 
Damage; a Spaniard. was kill'd in one, an 
_ Engliſhman in the other, and then Sennora 
; and the Canterbury convey'd her as a 

Prize to Gibraltar. | 
On the 16th of March, O. S. the Spaniards 
form'd another Battery of 12 Pieces of Can» 
Non, about a hundred Paces nearer us than 
the laſt, which they chiefly play'd on the North 
Baſtion and the old Mole; and at the ſame 
Time they endeavourd to run a Mine un- 
der I//:llis's Battery, from an old Cave in the 
Rock; but the vain Attempt prov'd their Ia 
appointment, and their great Want of JudP- 


ment. 
The Old Mole, has, ſince the Siege, nba: 
Tome Alteration, and much to its Advantage? 
the high Head it had is taken down, and 
it's lengthen'd into the Bay about Fifty Paces ; 
by which it will be much more Serviceable 
than formerly, in flanking the Enemies 
Works, in Caſe of a Siege, which it was at firſt 
deſign'd for; ſeveral other Additional Works 
are in Hand, but not yet perfected. 
' Notwithſtanding all theſe Advances, and 
new Batteries, the Fire from the Camp was 
mconfiderable till the 4 Batteries mark'd M. 
were compleated, and began to play, which 
was on the 26 Day of April. They broke out 
upon us all at once, with a moſt terrible Fire; 
and continued it with fo little W 
of | f „„ 
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that for ſome Time we ſeem'd to live in Flames: 
They diſmounted our Cannon 7 Day; and 


tho' by unwearied Labour and Application, we 

always repair'd the Damage in the Night, and 
remounted our Guns, yet their Batteries an- 
ſwerd { well, that we were daily, for many 
Hours, expoſed to the Beſiegers Fire, without 
being able to return it to any conſiderable Ad- 
vantage. This was very Gauling to our Men, 
but twas impoſſible to help it; at length we 
pay'd them all Arrears, and their Compliment - 
their own Way, to our full Satisfaction. 

10 if, as it often happen'd, we could do 
little elſe, we always ſhewed them how wil 
ling we were to be otherwiſe engaged; how 
Mn would have been at 'em ; and how 
grating it was for us to fee ourſelves ſhut up 
within Walls and Gates, and to fee them ſe- 
cured from our juſt Reſentments, by Rocks, 
and Entrenchments ; who, tho' from their great 
Superiority, we might not have been able to 
beat, yet there was not a Man among us, but 
would willingly have try'd to have done it, 
with half their Number. 

The Cannon of the Enemy were well pointed, 
and their Approaches judiciouſſy directed; they 
puſh'd the Siege, as if the Fate, not of Hain 
only, but of all Europe depended upon their 
Succeſs in it: But not all they could offer, 
not their Rage, their Threats, their prodigious 
Fire, their projected general Aſſault, though 
within a few Hours of being put in Execu- 
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tion, could fo much as create an Alarm a- 
mong us, or ſhock. the eftabliſh'd Courage of 
our Men; but to. the laſt, both Officers and 
Soldiers appear'd in. their Poſts; they equally 
expoſed themſelves in Places of the utmoſt 
Danger, and mounted the Guard in as ſedate 
and chearful a Manner as they could do at 
M bitehall, or ever did at Gibraltar, in Times 
of the moſt Eftabliſh'd Peacdee. 
After the Attempt mentioned before of the 
Du ſte)-Calley and Tyger, which, tis ſuppos'd, 
did conſiderable Execution, the Spaniards took 
Care effectually to ſecure: themſelves from - 
very Offer of that Nature for the futute; 
which with Eaſe they were able to do, by 
lanting Batteries near the Sea Side, ſo that 
the Men of War, were obliged to keep off 
the Shore, and out of the Reach of thoſe; 
Guns which otherwife would inevitably have 
fuin'd the King's Ships; at the ſame Time, 
the Horſe- Shoe Battery, mark'd N in the Plan, 
equally ſecured them from the Approach of 
the Men of War in the Bay; and tis the on- 
ly Work they have left ſtanding; pretending; 
to keep it up to defend themſelves from the 
. Barbary Rovers: But tho this may be only a 
Pretence, yet they have been indulg'd in it 
by the Garriſon, who have not thought pro- 
per to inſiſt upon its being demoliſhed. . 
But tho in theſe Particulars, the Britiſh. 
Squadron could be of no Advantage;  *twas 
highly ferviceable to us, upon a Multitude — 
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other Accounts, more than what has been al 


ready related; and the Pleaſure the Men, 
both in the Town, and on Board, ſhewed upon 
its being under the Command of Sir Charles 
Wager, was very confiderable, *Tis impoſhble 
a Man could be better belov'd among them ; 
and no Man, tis ſaid, deſerves it more. Si 
Charles Wager 1s certainly a Brave 3 
Commander; good to the Sailors, and not on- 
ly careful of them, but juſt to them. This 
Squadron ſupply'd us with Faſcines, which were 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that we could not have 
ſupported the Defence of the Place without 
them : It kept us Maſters of the Seas, and the 


| Spaniſh Coaſt in continual Alarm; it harraſs d 
t 


e Enemy, and animated N it was 
a great Protection to Trade in thoſe Parts; it 
preſerv'd us a Way open for conſtant Supplies 


of Ammunition, Men, and Proviſions; and 


would have been our beſt, our only ſafe Retreat 


in the laſt Extremity, had there been any of 


us left to retreat at ſuch a. Time: The Reſo- 
lution of the Garriſon rendring it doubtful, 
whether if the Town had fallen into the Ene- 
mies Hands, any one would have ſurviv'd its 
Loſs, they being to all Appearance determin'd 
to hold out to the laſt Drop of Human Blood 
within the Walls, and every Man to leave, 
as a Teſtimony of Britiſh Valour, his Body, 
when Dead, upon the Spot he fought on when 
Alive: So that the Conqueſt would have 
been dearly bought; tho whatever it — 
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coſt the -Spamards, it would have been infinitely 
better than the Purchaſe they have now made, 
having diſcover'd their Weakneſs; and paid 
for a Diſappointment with a. very, large Ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure... F 
But to do Juſtice, and not attribute more 
$ the Spaniards than they deſerve, ax if they 
were all of a ſudden grown the beſt Troops 
in Europe, which might reaſonably enough be 
concluded, by what has been ſaid of their Con- 
duct, I am oblig'd to mention that this Bo- 
dy of Men which behav'd ſo well, had more 
Foreigners than Natives in it, and was chief- 
ly compos'd of 1rifh, Holloous, Germans, and Scots, 
with ſome few Engliſh, the reſt were Veterans 


of their own Country, who ſerv'd lately in the 


Wars of Sicily, and were looked upon as the 
Flower of their Armies: The Slanghter therefore 
made among them is ſo much the greater Lofs, 
and is thought to have been ſuch as the Spaniards, 
will not be able to repair in haſte, ; 
During the Siege, which we are to look upon 
to have continued to the Twelfth Day of June, 
1727, not a Gun being fird after that, the 
full Compliment of Men that mounted Guard 
Day and Night, including Officers, was 1191, 
which were diſpos'd in the following Method; 
At the Princes Line, 1 Field Officer, 2 Captains, 
4 Subalterns, 7 Ser jeants, 6 Corporals, 2 Drums, 
100 Men; King's Line, 1 Captain, 2 Subalterns, 
4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals, 2 Drums, 100 Men; 
Gourner's, 1 Serjeant, 1 Corporal, 15 a gh 
| ock, 
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Rock, 1 Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals, 1 
Drum, 24 Men; Middle Hill, 1 Subaltern, 1 
Serjeant, 2 Corporals, 1 Drum, 20 Men, Wil 
lis's Battery, 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 2 Serjeants, 
2 Corporals, x Drum, 42 Men; Signal Honſe, 
1 Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals, 1 Drum, 


20 Men; South Port, 1 Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 
1 Corporal, 1 Drum, 20 Men; Caſtle Gate, 1 


Serjeant, 1 Corporal, 15 Men; Main Guard, 1 
Captain, 2 Subalterns, 3 Serjeants, 3 Corpo- 
rals, 2 Drums, 60 Men; On the Line, 1 Cor- 
poral, 6 Men; Water Port, 1 Captain, 2 Subal- 
terns, 3 Serjeants, 3 Corporals, 2 Drums, 50 
Men; Land Port, 2 Captains, 3 Subalterns, 3 
Serjeants, 3 Corporals, 2 Drums, 100 Men, 
The Shed, at Night, 1 Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, x 1 
Corporal, 1 Drum, 20 Men; New Mole, 1 Sub- 
altern, 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals, 1 Drum, 20 
Men; Europa Advance, 1 Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 
2 Corporals, 1 Prum, 20 Men; Europa Point, 1 
Subaltern, 1 Serjeant, 2 Corporals, 1 Drum, 36 
Men; Quarterly Guard, 96 Men; Orderly Serjeants 
G ; Caſtle Picquet, for a Reſerve at Night, 150 
Men ; Eſplanade Picquet, at Night, 150 Men. 
It might have been mentioned before, that. 
at the Arrival of the Guards at Gibraltar, which | 
was on the 21 of April, 1727, they found 


the neceſſary and uſual Diſpoſitions made up- 


on'expectirg a Siege: The Streets were unpav'd ; 
the Women, with ſeveral cf the Inhabitants 


retir'd, ſome to the Coaſt of Barbary, ſome to 


England, many to Lisbon, others to Cadiz, and 
C 2 one 


201 3 


dr Spaniſh Woman, who was an Engliſh Man's 
Wife, to St. Roche : How ſhe paſt her Time a- 
mong the Military of her own Country was 
rather gueſs'd at, than certain; however, the 
'Good-natur'd Husband receiv'd hei upon her 


Return, when the Siege was over, and ſeem'd 


to find no Fault. 

Col. Kane, to whom the Management was 

. committed in the Abſence of the Governor and 
 Lyeutenant-Governor, had taken all poſſible 


Care that nothing ſhould be wanting in his 


Power, to render the Place.in a Condition to 
oppoſe the Storm that was gathering; he ſpa- 
'red no Pains or Expence, that it might be 


able to ſuſtain the threaten d Effort, till pro- 


per Succours ſhould arrive; and he ſucceeded 


} in every Point but one: He behav'd worthy 


Himſelf, deſerving his Prince's Favour, and the 


Thanks of his Country: All his Deſigns prov'd 


advantageous to the Place, but one Deſign ; 


being prevail'd upon to pull down the old Gate- 


Way leading from the grand Battery, he ex- 
pos d a Part of the Town to the Enemy's Shot, 
which otherwiſe would have had a ſufficient 
Defence, and a hundred Houſes were by that 


Means laid in Rubbiſh, which, if that Gate- 


way had been left ſtanding, might alſo have 


ſtood ſecure, tho the Enemy's firing had been 


much more fierce than it was. 

The Spaniards were guilty of an Error that 
prov'd very detrimental to them, and not 
in Proportion, as they deſign'd it, deſtructive 


BB, 


to us: By diſcharging without Intermiſſion, 
they broke their Cannon; fo that by their owns 
Fire they did their Artillery much more Damage 
than they ſuſtain'd from all the Fire of the 
Garriſon; of which they ſeem ſo thoroughly 
convinc'd that its thought their late Experi- 
ence may be of Advantage to them for the 
future, tho' it happens to be pretty dear 
bought. 5 | N 
They ply'd us ſo home, as well as warmly, 
that we were once forc'd to remove our main 
Guard; and the random Shot, often threa- 
ten'd the Governour himſelf: But Heaven be 
thanked, he was preſerved in Danger, tho 
the Balls ſeveral Times glancd near bis Quar- 
ters. The Garriſon would have been inconſolable 
for the Loſs of ſo Generous and Excellent a Ge- 


wernour, | | | Fe 
Was it poſſible I could forget to mention the 
Honourable Col. Guiſe ; I ſhould incur the Dif 
pleaſure of every Gentleman of Hhnour in the 
Garriſon: There's no fear of my being guilty 
of Flattery here; the beſt I could ſay, is not 
ſo much as the Colonel deſerves; who is a 
Man of Honour, and the Soldiers Friend : He 
is above a mean Action, and incapable of 
an ill one; Brave, Generous, and Juſt; and 
had his Intereſt been equal to his Benevolence, 
the Garriſon of Gibraltar had found a greater 
Benefit by it. Thus much Juſtice demands, and 
Gratitude enforces : A great deal more is the 
Colonel's Due; but as they moſt decline Prop 
who 
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22 
who moſt deſerve it, I venture no further for fear 
of offending, where every Man would eſteem it 
his Honour and Happineſs to be able to oblige. 

The Inconveniencies we labour'd under by 
the Dearneſs of freſh Proviſions, were neither few 
or inconſiderable; we had ſalt Food in plenty, 
but the Men not being uſed to ſuch Diet, it 
provd fatal to many, and threw them into 
Diſtempers that deſtroyed a Multitude, We 
had Mutton from the Barbary Coaſt, but not under 
eight Pence a Pound, tho 'twas poor thin Stuff, 
without any Fat; a Gooſe, tho Lean, would 
fetch Thirteen and Sixpence, or fourteen Shil- 
lings; and a Chicken in the ſame Condition, 
ten Shillings; Peaſe were five and eight Pence 
aPeck ; and Beans eight Pence a Pound, with the 
Shells; ſmall Bear eight Pence a Quart; the 
Strong Beer of Briſtol, ſixteen Pence a Bottle, 
holding about a Pint and a half. Fuel was 
exceſſive coſtly ; Charcoal, with which the Men 
dreſs'd their Victuals, being fold at firſt for 
two Pence halfpenny. a Pound; but one Raud- 
more being impriſon'd for Extortion upon that 
Account, it fell very conſiderably, but every 
Thing elſe kept up to an exceſſive Price to the 
laſt: The Wine was thought Cheap, becauſe 
five Pence a Pint; but was at the ſame Time 
ſo miſerably bad, that in England we ſhould 
have thought it dear at two Pence a Quart. 

It muſt not be forgot that the Duke of II har- 


ton diſtinguiſh'd himſelf at this Siege, in a Man- 


ner was but little expected from a Perſon N. 
e 18 
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his known Reſolution : Being come to the Camp; 


p they perſwaded him to go into the Trenches; 
t which one Day he ventur'd to do, having firſt 


prepared himſelf by ſomething more than his 


y uſual Quantity of Liquor ; and he met with 
an Accident that determin'd him not to run a 
A ſecond Riſque of that Nature; a piece of a Shell 
t took him upon his Inſtep, and laid his Foot open 
to the very Heel. This wasa deſperate Wound, 


> Foot ; ; but falling into good Hands, prevented 
F, an Amputation, tho' it has entail'd a Lameneſs 
d upon him, which he'll undoubtedly carry to 
I his Grave. 


n, Some little Time before this, the Admirals | 


ce Boat going with a Meſſuage to the Camp, 
1e the Dake of MWparton enter'd into Confabulation 
ne with the Crew; and would fain have tempted 
e, them to have run away with the Boat; but 
finding the Temptation in vain, he offer'd them 


Time the moſt in his Power; but this proving 
as ineffectual as the reſt, they laughed at him, 


at MW and left him. 
ry The Enemy continuing the Fire from rheir 
he 


Batteries, which began to play on the 26th of 
April we returned it with above a hundrel 
Mortars, large and ſmall, from our Batte- 
ries. By the neareſt Computation, 'twas impofſe- 
ble to make it exact, the Enemy throw'd the 26th 
and 27th, about three thouſand five hundred Shot 
each Day; but not ſo great a Number on the 

| 28th 
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e and 'twas once thought would have coſt him his 
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a Moidore, which twas thought was at that 
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28th and 29th, their hot Fire, having made 
the Guns melt. The 23qth, the Enemy began 


more to fail of their Fire, having diſcharged 
two or three Rounds; and between every 
Round, a pretty conſtant Fire of ſingle Guns. 


They, during theſe five Days, directed their 
Fire againſt 1/lis's Battery, the Old Mole, Brit- 
zon's Battery, and the Queens Battery; and 
throw'd Shells daily, chiefſy at Y/liss Battery, 
which was much damaged: Notwithſtand- 
ing all this, we had not killed, ſince the Be- 
ginning of the Siege, to the 3zoth of April, above 
26 Men, and about 30 wounded. 

The Eight and Twentieth Day of May, was 
a Day fatal to the Spaniards, and fortunate to 
us: It being the Anniverſary of the Birth-Day 
of His late Majeſty of Glorious Memory : We had 
prepared to celebrate it ſuitable to the Occa- 
ſion, and our Circumſtances ; upon which Ac- 
count, we made the Artillery do double Duty, 
by declaring our Joy for the Return of a Day 
which once gave Birth to that great Prince, 


and at the ſame Time, carry Death and De- 


ſolation among His Majeſty's. and our Coun- 
try's Enemies. We brought all the Cannon to 
bear upon them we could; from which, and 
from cur ſmall Arms and Mortars, we made 
the greateſt Fire *twas in our Power to make. 
This anſwer'd even beyond our Expectation; 
for to the Honour of the Auſpicious Day, we 
put an End to the unjuſtifiable Undertaking of 
the Enemy, and obliged them to ſue for a 

Ceſſation 


Work, it fell all to 


[ 25 ] 
Ceſſation of Hoſtilities, We did great Exe- 
cution this Day among their Men and ſpoil 
ed many of their Guns and Mortars : Tho' 
this was a Damage they could have born, and 
might have repaired ; but that which deter- 
mind them, was the going off of their Ma- 
gazine. Our Fire reachd their Powder, and 
up it went, with a Noiſe a thouſand Cannon 
could not equal; the Heavens appear'd all 
Fire and Smoke, and it ſpread Ruin and Con- 
fuſion round. r 5 * 2282 
The Conſternation this eccaſion'd in the 
Camp, was exceeding great; tho' immedi- 
ate ly heighten'd by another Incident of as 
fatal a Conſequence : The exceſſive. Fire we 


made, had now ſeiz d their grand Battery at 


M, and ſet their Faſcines and Ambcziers in a 
Blame ;. and notwithſtanding all they cculd do, 
effectually ruin'd that Battery: Had it been 
in the Power of Men to have ſavd it, they 
had certainly done it; many of them wrought 
as hard as Men could work, regardleſs of cur 
Fire. which was now inceſſantly directed this 
ther; ſo that there was a moſt terrible Ha- 
vock among a Parcel of brave Fellows, who 
made as bold an Attempt as ever was made 
upon the lie Oceaſion. 101 1 1 „ 43 1 
© Theſe lucky Incidents prevented a general 
Storm, which was abſolutely reſolv'd upon for 
next Day; ſo that tho! there was hot and bloody 
the: Share of one Side, 
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and undoubtedly prevented a much preater 


Slaughter, which the general Storm would 


have cccaſion d. We were appriz'd of their 
Deſign, and prepar'd to receive them; but 


were under no uneaſy 8 about the 


Event; our People ſeem'd rather pleas'd with 
the Thoughts of coming to cloſe Work with 

them; and *tis not to be queſtion'd, but the 
Spaniards, if they had ſtood to it, would have 
had enough of one Aſſault, to have prevented 
their making a ſecond : However, they were 
not put to the Trial; the deſtroying their 
Magazine and firing their Battery, having done 
the Buſineſs as well, and obliged them to raiſe 
the Seige without irt. B nib 
Alfter this, the Fire from the Enemy ſlac- 
ken'd mare and more daily: They ſeem'd to 
throw up the Game for loft, and to have gi- 
ven over all Hopes of taking the Town; in 
which State of Inaction, an extraordinary Cou- 
rier from the Spaniſh Court found them upon 
his Arrival in the Camp, with Diſpatches to 
the Conde de las Torres; among which, was a 
Packet for the Earl of Port more, to whom Ge- 
neral Torres immediately ſent it; upon the 
Receipt of which, Col. Hargrove, and another 


Officer of Diſtinction, were diſpatched to the 


Camp at S. Roche, where, in a Conference 
with the Spaniſh General, a Ceſſation of Ho- 
ſtilities was ſtipulated, and afterwards con- 


The 
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; The Right Hon: the Earl of Portmore Goyer- 


nor of Gibraltar, arrived there with the Guards: 
The known Bravery of the Governor was an In- 
dication to our Men of a happy Iſſue of the 
Siege. Notwithſtanding the exceſſive Fire from 
the Enemy's Works, his Excellency viſited the 
Batteries twice a Day; and in the moſt honour- 
able Manner diſcharged the important Truſt 
repoſed in him. To engage the Garriſon to a 


vigorous Defence, his Lordſhip expoſed his 


Perfon in Places of the greateſt Danger; and no 
Encouragement was wanting to them, that was 
proper for his Lordſhip to grant in that critical 
Juncture. . Dy 


The Articles of Ceſſation, publiſhed at Lon- 
don, were entirely falſe : They were indeed 
ropoſed by the Conde de las Torres; but abſo- 
Ede rejected by the Lord Portmore; and the 
the only Terms his Lordſhip would come in- 
to were, That the Firing ſhould ceaſe on both 


Sides ; and that all Communication ſhould be forbid 


by Sea and Land, 


Soon after the Ratification of this Agree- 
ment, the Spaniſh General ſent our Gover- 
nor the Compliment of a Calf for a Supply 
of freſh Proviſion, which could not but be an 
acceptable Preſent ; but if, inſtead of a Calf, 
he had ſent in a * of Oxen, they 4 
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not well have occafion'd a greater Town-talk 
among us. The-Spaniſh General was now 4n 
no little Extremity ; and freſh Supplies ſeemed 
abſolutely neceſſary for continuing the Siege: 
His principal Batteries were burnt, his Guns 
ſpoilt, his Magazine blown up, and more 


than half his Army deſtreyd; ſo that he 


ſeem'd reduc'd to ſuch low Circumſtances as 
might have oblig'd him to have accepted 
of whatever Conditions we had thought pro- 
per to have laid him under: But Generous 


Engliſhmen don't make too ſevere a Uſe of 


their Enemies ' Neceſſity! or elfe, perhaps, 
the Spaniards had not been allow'd to march 
off thus, with the Marks of Honour, and quit 

their unjuſtifiable Enterprize upon ſuch Terms 
as brave Men might have expected, and would 
have deſerv'd, after an unſucceſsful Attempt 

in a juſt War, | ay 
The Officer, who came with theſe Demands 
from the Enemy's Camp, gave a general 


Alarm; and 'twas with ſome Difficulty” we 


were prevail'd upon to admit him, He was 
twice oblig d to go back, by our continuing 
to Fire; we look'd upon his Offer as a Feint, 
to engage us to give over firing, and to 
favour a projected Attempt of their own 
upon the Place :. However, we were not to be 
ſurpriz'd, or that Way trick'd; and therefore 
the whole Garriſon was drawn together, ready 

T3 to 


/ 


% 
to take to their Arms, and to receive them 
at the firſt Warning: And moſt glad ſhould 
we have been, to have given other Proofs, 


that they had Engliſhmen to deal with, than 


what Balls ang Bullets from a Diſtance could 
.convey to them: But at length the Spaniſh 
Colonel was admitted; and his pacifick Pro- 
poſals knock'd all our Expectations of the Head 
at once, in the Method juſt above ſet down. 
Tho? the Fire of the Enemy was ſo extra- 
ordinary as has been mention d, and ſeem'd 
at firſt very dreadful, even to us who had been 
old Soldiers, and engaged in the hotteſt Service 
formerly, yet in a little Time our Men did 
not mind it; they'd ſlept near the Batteries, 
when not on Duty; and ſeveral of them the 
Enemy's Shot took care ſhould never wake 
more; but ev'n this was no Warning, and o- 
thers daily practisd the ſame ; we had more 
Men kill'd by random Shot, as they went to 
their Quarters, than fell in their Poſts, and 
upon Duty. It might be juſtly enough ſaid, 
ours was a Gunner's War, we could do nothing 
but receive the Enemy's Fire, and return it. 


The Reports of our Loſs duing the Siege ha- 


ving been various; and many of.them, through 
Deſign or Ignorance, very falſe, I have here 

iven an exact Liſt of the whole Loſs the 
Garriſon ſuſtain'd from the Beginning of the 
Siege to the 12th Day of June; after which, as 
is ſaid before, there was not a Gun fir'd, | 


Guards 
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The Guards loſt upwards of a hundred Men, 
and the other Regiments in Proportion; but twas 
chiefly by Sickneſs, and, as it appears, after 
the 12th of June; ſo that by the Liſts above, 
which are moſt exact and true, above eight 
Times as many died with Diſtempers occa- 
fion'd, as 'twas thought, by the Want of freſh 
Proviſions, as fell by all the other Accidents 
attending the Siege. : _ 

He A 


7 (LES. 2 

The dead Men were expeditiouſly and regu- 
larly bury'd, to prevent their being offenſive 
or infectious, which otherwiſe they might ſoon 
have been in our warm Situation, Thoſe that 
died in the Morning, were buried in the Even- 
ing, thoſe that died in the Evening, were bu- 


ried in the Morning; and the ſame Proportion 


of Time was generally obſerv'd for the reſt. 
But we had like to have been a little too 
haſty with a private Man of Col. Claytons Re- 
giment ; who going off Duty, fell down in the 
way to his Quarters, and ſeem'd to all Appea- 
rance dead; in a few Hours after which, we 
wrapped him up in a Cloth, or Blanket, or what 
firſt came to hand, as the Cuſtom was, and had 


him away to the Sands, that warm Repoſitory of 


all his Fellows: We had dug the' Hole, and 
was juſt tumbling him in, when not ' liking 
his Uſage, he fell a grumbling; upen which, 
we immediately open'd the Wrapper, and giving 


him Air, he reviv'd ; upon this he was lugg'd back 


to the Hoſpital, and he liv'd four and twenty 
Hours after; when being ſure of him, we recon- 
vey d him to the former Apartment, and heard 
no more of him. 5 
One of our private Men had been ſo frugal 
as to muſter up twenty Shillings; and he was 
the only one among the Deceas d, of that Degree, 
who had the favour of a Coffin allow'd him; 


he begg'd hard for it indeed with his dying 


Breath, and the Will of the Defun& being fulfil- 
led for Seventeen and Sixpence, his Brother Exe- 
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cutor generouſly ſpent the remaining half 
Crown among his Comrades, in Honour of the 
Teſtator: He had Prayers ſaid over him, and by 
2 Parſon too, being a Man of Subſtance. Had he 
been a poor Rogue, he might have been ſlipt 
in without, or, at moft, been oblig'd to an 


Amen-Man for it, as was often the Caſe. 
Many of our Cannon prov'd bad; and ſome 
burſt : By the laſt, ſeveral of our People were 


wounded, and one killed upon the Spot. But 
none of theſe Accidents, nor Sickneſs, nor the 

Fire of the Enemy, would prove ſo kind to one 
- Gentleman among us, as to give him that Re- 
- leaſe he ow'd afterwards to his own Hand. 
This was one Renault, a Voluntier: He had, to his 
great Misfortune, eſcap'd Death from his Coun- 
try's Enemies, to meet it from himſelf: His 
Money being all gone; and every Application 
for Relief proving ineffectual to anſwer his 


Fxpence, he went from the Company he had 


5 ſpent the laft Shilling in, ho“ in ſo merry a Diſ- 
- pofition, that 'twas impoſſible they could ſuſpect any 
hing of his Def, and retiring to his Cham- 


ber, ſhot himſelf. He had done his Work too 
well to admit of Relief, and was dead before 
__ Body could enter his Room. | 
The Officers were concern'd at his unhappy 
Cataſtrophe; which they teſtify'd, by burying 


him in a handſome Manner, and attending his 


Funeral with as much Solemnity as their Cir- 
cumſtances would admit of. 15 
| e 


„„ io oo BEET AS 
As this unhappy Man had too little Va 
ne for Life, ſo we had one among us, who? 
| after our Way of judging, was too careful of it: 
This was Enſign Munſon ; who happening to 
quarrel with another Enſign, refus'd, upon be- 
ing challeng'd, to fight. This was a Surprize 
tous, becauſe Mr. Manſon had always beha vd 
handſomely, and having been ſeveral, Times 
engag'd in the like Affair, had acted with 
ſufficient Bravery ; but nothing could prevail 
with him now to anſwer his Man; and the 
Reaſon: he gave for it, was, That he w as one 

of a ſcandalous Character, and therefore not 
to be treated like a Gentleman, But t hat 

was not admitted as a ſufficient Juſtification 

of his own Conduct; but he was ſent hom e, 
and broke, or oblig'd to ſell. However, it ſoon 
appear'd afterwards, that what he had affirm'd 
of his Antagoniſt was too true, for being chars 

ged with ſteahng ſome Things from another 

Officer, he was try'd, convicted, and broke 
for a Thief. | me; | 
But a Mate from on Board the Fleet, and 
an Enſign in the Garriſon, did not think pro- 
per, in a Diſpute between them, to follow 
Mr. Mounſons Example, but to decide their 
Differences like Men of Honour, as we Sol- 
diers ſay; which prov'd fatal to the Enſign, 
for he was killed upon the Place. The Mate 
was try'd for the Fact, but acquitted. 
Tho the Spaniards made ſuch a prodigious 
Fire from their Batteries which were —_— 
= - the 
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the 26th of April, as has been related; and 

indeed, much more than tis poſſible to relate, 
or any one rightly to conceive of, who was not 
witneſs to it, yet they could never be ſaid to 
have made # Breach, or open'd any Paſlage, 
that could have juſtified their attempting a 
general Storm: Tho' 'tis certain, they had de- 
ſign'd ſuch an Aſſault for the 29th of May, 
and would without fail have put it in Execu- 
tion, had we not fir'd their Battery, and blown 
up their Powder the Day before. From the 
26th of April, to the 2d of May, incluſiye, they 
threw ſuch infinite Numbers of Bombs and 
Shot among us, as exceeded all Account; and 
one might have 1magin'd, the whole 3 
of Spain had been before the Town ; for thoſe 
Six Days, the oldeſt Soldier breathing, never 
ſaw a more terrible Fire, or, perhaps, any that 
ever came up to it; we thought the Spaniſh Ge- 
neral enrag'd to the laſt Degree, and re- 
ſolv'd to make a moſt furious Puſh to carry 
the Place at once, if poſſible; but twas all in 
vain, and the Event prov'd more fatal to- 
our Enemies than ourſelves: They kilPd us 
but a very few Men, even during theſe hot 
Hours; and whatever of our Works they beat 
down and ruin'd in the Day, we repair'd in 
the Night, and made ſtronger than they were 
before; ſo that if they had directed all that 
Ficing to the Clouds, they would then have 
been altogether as near taking the Town as 

1 they 


\ 
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they were now; for tho an Enemy may lay 
the Houſes in Rubbiſh, and deſtroy ſome of 
the Outworks, as they lately did, yet while 


there are a ſufficient Number off Hands with | 


in, if they do their Duty, they can go no fur- 
ther; but they may ſpend an Age to no o- 
ther Purpoſe, than alternately to batter down 
and repair, without any Gain to the Beſiegers, 
or greater Loſs on either Side than of Men 
oe Military Stores. Numerous Armies are 
ſuppos'd now to be capable of almoſt every 
Undertaking the Military Art can direct; but 
it muſt be a very powerful Army indeed that 
takes Gibraltar, it being next to impotuble to 


become Maſter of that impregnable Fortreſs, 


while thoſe in Poſſeſſion command at Sea, and 
the Garriſon are duly reinforc'd. and ſupply'd 
with Men, Ammunition, and Proviſion. 
Beſides, the Spaniards are the more unfit for 

ſo.great an Undertaking, becauſe it is defended. 
buy Engliſhmen, for our People have the Ha- 
niard: not only in Contempt, but really in Ab- 
horrence, more than any Nation we were ever 

at War with: They look upon the Spaniards as 
a baſe ungenerous Enemy, and they hate them; 

they know they have been ill us'd, when the 


have fallen into their Hands, In ſhort, botly _ 


Soldiers and Sailors ſeem'd to diſcover that In- 
veteracy, which would make very blood: 
Work, if ever they could come to Blows wit 
them; and tis well known, from conſtant Ex- 
| * 1" perience, 
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perience, that Men thus afſur'd of Succeſz 75 
thus animated, thus fir d with Thoughts of Res 
venge, are capable of the boldeſt Enterprize, 
and ever victorious, unleſs oppreſsd/ by the 
greateſt Odds, and the utmoſt Diſadvantages. 
But to return to the Siege : What the Spa- 
xiards found they could not do by Force, they 
endeavour'd to have effected by Faud ; and 
ſeeing their Batteries ineffectual, "they had Re- 
courſe to Engines of a more filent Nature; to 
Artifiee, Treachery, and 'the Moores. They 
managed this Affair, by the Way of Tetuan; 
and having got ſeveral into their Intereſt with⸗ 
in the oc had carryd the Matter ſo far, 
tis ſaid, that not only * Meaſures taken by 
the Garriſon for their Defence, were diſco- 
verd to 1 Enemy, but that a Project was 
form'd of givin em Poſſeſlion of the Gate, 
and betra — the Town into their Hands; ſe- 
veral were — ht to be guilty, more than were 
rov'd fo, both among the Moors and the Jeus; 
ut as tis not for the Intereſt of the Garri- 
ſon to make either of theſe their Enemies in 
general; fo twas look d upon ſufficient, ſince 
they had e its i taking Effect, — 
to make ſuch publick Examples as mi 
deter others from the like deteſtable Velen ign 
for the future. | 
Two Moors were to have been principal 
in executing this Piece of Treachery ; and 
were poor to have 570 8 the chief t 
0 


137 J 
for the Spaxiards, in promoting it; they alone 
{ls fl rip d the deſer ned Reward of their 
Villany, and were put to Death; after which, 
they were flead; and te let the Enemy fee 
what Succeſs was like to attend their Plot, and 
the People within, what was to be expected 
by thoſe that ſhould venture to engage in the 
like Undertaking. their Skins were naild ta 


the Gates of the Town; where they appear'd in 


the ſame Proportion as when alive; and _ 
large | igantick F ellows, as the Mrs in gener 


are, they were horrid gaſtly Spectacles: The | 


beſt Part of them were remaining when we 
came away ; Nature had ſent them into the 


World with their Hides tann'd, fo that the 


Heat of the Sun, which is very intenſe at Gi» 
braltar, could add but little to their original 
Dusk, but it had ſo harden'd them, that they 


ſoon ſeem'd equally ſolid with the Gates them 


ſelves, After the Siege, they were much leſſen'd 
by the Curioſity of our People, who cut out a 
great many Pieces of them to bring to Exgland; 
one of which, to gratify our Readers, may be ſeen 
at Mr. Warner's the Publiſher of this Treatiſe. 
"Twas almoſt our chief Happineſs that Money: 


cipally owing to twelve Pence a Time that ev 
private Man receiv'd when at Work; and there 
being ſeldom leſs than fifteen hundred em- 
ploy'd every Night to repair the Damage ſuſ- 
dain d from the Beſiegers in the Day, it cnn 
12 , 3 | q on 


was pretty plenty at Gibraltar; which was prin- 


1580 
fion'd a very conſiderable Circulation, being 
punctually paid to the Men; who almoſt as 
conſtantly ſpent it, as they daily receiv'd it. 
But tho this was ſo conſiderable an Advan- 
tage, it did not couhter-ballance the Hardſhips 
and Loſs the Men ſuſtain'd by being oblig'd to 
take their Pay at the Rate our Money is current 
at there; for every Shilling going for ſixteen 
Pence, and they forc'd to take it for ſixteen 
Pence, by that Means they were depriv'd of 


a a fourth Part of their uſual Pay; and this 


without the Government or Nation ſaving 
" a Farthing, it being wholly ſunk as the 
proper Perquiſite of the Officers. We are 
told indeed that this has been the conſtant 
Ufage, ever ſince Gibraltar has been fub- 
ject to the Crown of England; but whether it 
may be allowed of for the future, a little Time 
will diſcover. Tis a Modus, as the Parſons call it, 
of ſo long a ſtanding in that Living, as might - 
ſufficiently juſtify thoſe who have ſo lately 
adhered to it, and bear them out in their Con- 
duct: Had they acted otherwiſe, it might have 
been attended with ſuch fatal Conſequences, as 
ought by all Means to have been avoided at 
the Time of a Siege. 45 
The want of the Advantage they might have 
been allowed in their Pay, was undoubtedly 
the more felt by the Dearneſs of freſh Provi- 
fions, which were at ſuch an exceſſive Price, 
that the poor Men, when in Diſtreſs for freſh 


Pro- 


EN 


Proviſions, were often forced to go without for 


want of Money to purchaſe them; and this 


Scarcity, tis thought, prov'd fatal to many: But 
as this Affair is now under Conſideration, and 
reterr'd to a Gentleman belov'd. by every Sol- 


dier, and to whom every Soldier would moſt 
deſire it ſhould be referr'd to, who never allows 


Prejudices or private Intereſt to weigh down 


- Publick Good, I ſhall fay no more of it at 


preſent, being fully aſſur'd, as all concernd 
are, that they will have wr done them to- 
1 as kind Treatment, 


the utmoſt, and meet wit 
as the Nature of the Affair will admit of. 

A, Suſpenſion of Arms being agreed upon, 
the Siege of Gibraltar was turn'd into a Bloo- 
kade, which continu'd *till the Preliminary 
Articles for a general Pacification were ratt- 
fyd by all the Powers in the Hanover and 
Vienna Alliances, The Spaniards ſome Time 
after ſigning the Ceſſation, diſputed about 
the due Execution of the Terms of it z but 
that produc'd nothing material, and the 
Agreement between the Courts of London and 
Madrid compleated the whole. The Siege was 
entirely raisd; the Enemy's Works levell'd; 


their Troops drawn off, the Communication 
open'd with Spain, and the Damage ſuſtain d 


by the Town repair'd; the Britiſb Squadron 
left the Coaſt, and about half the Garriſon 
were carryd home. The Guards came to Spit- 

head on the 28th of April 1728; where 2 ay 
8. der tone a | — 
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three Days on Board for Orders to land and 
march. Orders arriving the Firſt of May, they 
came on Shore the ſame Day; and on Friday 


2 the Tenth of the ſame Month they march d in 


Review before his Majeſty, and the Court, 
in S James Park; where his Majeſty was, 
' pleas to let them know he approv'd their Con- 
duct, and they receivd the Thanks of their 
Sovereign, for the gallant Diſcharge of their 
Duty to their King and Country. This from 
their Prince, whoſe Bravery is as eſtabliſhed 
Ss the moſt glorious Actions can make it, they 
eceiv'd as the moſt diſtinguiſhing Mark of 
he Royal Condeſcention and Goodneſs; it 
duver-paid all their Toil and Hazards ; neither 
Conqueſt or Life could give the like Pleaſure, 
2nd was an Honour not to be equall'd 1: 5. 
They were further diſt inguiſh'd afterwards, 
by mounting the Guard for the firſt Time on the 

Day of His Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. 
Their Number was conſiderably decreaſed, as 
 ., thas been obſervd; and four or five dy'd ſoon. 
after they came home of Diſtempers, tis 
thought, they contracted at Gibraltar. K 
| - The Rqya-Oak, Man of War was ſucceſsful. 
in taking two Prizes, one of which was ranſomed 
by the Spaniards for eight thouſand Pounds; but 
this good Fortune was accompanied with a ſad 
Mortality among her Men, almoſt as many 
dying on Board this ſingle Ship, as were killed 
in Gibraltar during the Siege; and as died out of 
any other Ship of the Squadron, 8 
LISTS 4 rr i 5 3 SEA Brigadier 
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Brigadier Clayton, who in the Abſence of the 
Earl of Portmore commands at Gibrakar, enjoys 
that univerſal Affection which is the Due of a 
good and gallant Officer. In the Brigadier 
we meet with whatever might be expected 
from a brave Commander, or wifhed for 
thoſe under his Command: No Eſteem exceeds 
his Merit; or has any Man fo eftablifhed fo 
valuable a Character with more D ſert. 


The Reader has in the foregoing Pages e- 


very material Account relating to this famous 
Siege, every Particular worth peruſing, or pre- 
ſerving the Remembrance of. To have given 


an exact Journal of it, would have been te- 


dious and unpleafant to all, and an unneceſſary 
Tax upon the Buyer : To have fet down how 
many Shot we received, how many we re- 
turned each Day, when a Man was wounded, 
when he died, Cc. weuld have been about as 
profitable and agreeable as the izc:/ant R-pe* 
titions of Wind and Weather, we meet with 
in our Conciſe Elegant Writers, or rather For- 
gers of Voyages, to ſwell the Bulk of their 
Romances ; and for that Reaſon are omitted 
here. In a Word, the World may be affured, 
that 1n this Relation they have nothing but 
Truth; and that they are here furniſhed with 
a full, as well as faithful Hiſtory 'of the Un- 
dertaking ; an Undertaking which a Spanifþ 
Hiſtorian, for the ſake of his Country, may per* 
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haps, draw a Veil over, or throw in a deluſive 

Light; but which, every 38 may, for 
e 


the Honour of his Nation, deſire ſhould be ſet 
in no other View but what is moſt conſiſtent 
with Matter of Fact, and the real State of 
the whole Tranſaction, = N= 

Thus ended this Famous Siege, which made 
rather more Noiſe in the World in Preparation, 
than when undertaken ; and by the Artifice of 
ſome Hi deſigning Men was made a Handle to 
alarm the Populage, and make them for ſome 
Time uneaſy :. They inſinuated at Home that 
all the Preparations for the Defence of Gibraltar, 
were a Sham, and only contriv'd to impoſe 
upon the Publick with the better Grace, and 
palm the deſign'd Piece of Treachery upon 
their Country in a more plauſible Manner; but 


that in Reality we were betray'd, the Town 
was ſold, and to be given up to the Spas 


rards. ' | 
4 This was at ficſt ſuggeſted by him, who would 
not only. have given up Gibraltar into the worſt 
Hands 1t could haye been deliver'd to, but his 
Country alſo into the Bargain; and had effected 
his Deſign to the Ruin of three Proteſtant King- 
doms, but that Providence prevented; and 
what was hatched thus by a T —x, was im- 
prov'd upon by a Malecontent z One, who ſeems 
o have a particular Pique at the Army, and 
Re lately done it all the Diſſervices in his 
PWW 
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While the Garriſon of Gibraltar were behaving | 


like Men of Honour, worthy the Important 


Truſt committed to them, This Man, and his - 


little Faftion, were treating them. at Home, asif 
they were Paltroons, the Betrayers of their Coun- 
try, engaged in the vileſt Undertakings; and 
they weekly work'd up their Invectives with all 
the Malignancy they would poſſibly admit of. 

But that there was not the leaſt Colour for any 
of thoſe baſe Suggeſtions, the Event has made 
moſt manifeſt, and the World is too fully con- 
vinc'd of it, to want any additional Proofs; they 
have found that both Officers and Soldiers be- 
haved like Eau leer and Britons; emulons of 
the Honour and deſerving the Love of their 
Country; and while they are juſt to their on 
Characters, they will always have an Abhor- 
rence of thoſe who could ſuppoſe them capable 
of the worſt Villany Men could be engaged 
In. bee. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
JW 8 HE Morocco Ambaſſador, as he os 


© 5 took Refuge at Gibraltar to ſecure 
bimſelf from the ill Conſequences 
* he apprehended upon going home, 
1 the unſettled State of Affairs in his own 
Country; and here it may not be amiſs to in- 
form my Countrymen what ſort of a Miniſter 
that was, as moſt indeed have been, who came 
from thence with a publick Character. 


The Emperor of Morocco himſelf ſeldom knows 
TY Thing of the Man thus appointed; but he is 
G many 


call'd, and look'd upon in England, 
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many Times a . Agent of ane of his Gos 
vernors, or firſt Miniſters; who, as it's moſt 
eaſy to gets Credentials drawn up, and 


paſid the Seals in Form; and with thele, 
| fenfls him to Foreign Courts, merely for his 


own private Advantage: And this was exactly 


the Caſe of the laſt Mirecco Miniſter at the ,F 
Court of Great Britain. r 8 


He had his full Powers duly and regu- 
larly executed; and as ſuch, they were allowed 
at London; notwithſtanding which, he was in 
reality no more than a Servant or Emiſſary of 
the Governor or Baſhaw of Tetuun; who, 
by his Intereſt with, and perhaps a ſmall 


Preſent to the Chancellor, procur d him his 


Credentials; and nothing ſticks in any of the . 


Publick Offices among them, when Money is 


moving: The Mir, are from the higheſt to 
the loweit moſt intenſely Covetous; tis 
their darling, the reigning Vice of their Coun- 
try: They are for getting all they can upon 
every Occaſion; but rather than miſs getting 
even the ſmalleſt Sums, they'll comply with 
al moſt any Requeſt accompanyd with a Pre- 
ſent; and they often abuſe their Truſt, and 
proſtitute their Intereſt in the higheſt Stations 
for Gain, e 5 


The 
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The late Morocco Ambaſſador being made ſuch © 
by the Intereſt of the Governor or Baſhaw- 


of Tetuan, as has been ſaid, the Governour look'd 
upon himſelf entitled to all he got in his Em- 
baſſy: He employ'd him to buy a conſider- 


* 2 
a ” || 


able Quantity of Goods of the Growth and 


Manufacture of Great Britain; and allowing 


him a certain Sallary or Maintenance for the _ 


Support of his Character here, 'twas all he 


was to expect; and when the Baſhaw ſent 


him over, he particularly had his Eye to the 


Preſents always made by the Court at London | 


to a Morocco Ambaſſador when recall'd, 


- Theſe are often very conſiderable : Thoſe 
iven by his late Majeſty, ſufficiently an- 


wer'd Expectation ; and were of ſuch Value, 
that had it been poſſible, the late Ambaſſador 


would, upon the Demiſe of the Emperor of 
Morocco, have ſecur'd them for himſelf, But 
this was no other way to be done, but by 


leaving his Native Country, and taking Re- 


fuge in a Foreign one; which he would not 


comply with. 


The Ambaſſador continuing a conſiderable 
Time at Gibraltar, had broke Bulk, and, for 
Subſiſtance, been forc'd to apply ſume of the 
Treaſure he carried with him to his own Uſe, 
Upon which he had —_— to Sir Charles Wager, 
IRS. x 2 . 
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' to engage him. to become a Mediator for him 
with his Maſter: Sir Charles, who never fails to 
do every Good and Generous Act in his Power, 
readily appear'd on his behalf, and became his 
Mediator as deſir d. He knew Sir Charles Wager 
conld ask nothing that would be deny'd him; 
 accordivply, at the Admiral's Requeſt, the Go: ,[\, 
vernor promiſs'd an Indemnity for all that | 
was paſt; that upon the Ambaſſador's comi 
Home, he ſhould be kindly received; his Ef- 
fects ſhould be ſecured to him; and his Per- 
fon ſafe from the Baſtinado, a Puniſhment it 
ſeems, however grand and regarded he might 
be abroad, his Excellency would then in fallibly 
have met with at Home, had not his power- 
ful Interceſſor prevented. E 


n — 
" * — * 
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But notwithſtanding all theſe fair Promiſes 
of the Baſhaw's, he was ſtill afraid to venture 
Home; and very loath to take his Word: He 
| knew what had been the Fate of his Brethren 

upon the like Occaſion; and reflected often 

I on the Love of Wealth, fo ſtrong in himſelf, 

ö and ſo natural in his Countrymen, that he 
1 himſelf no Engagements would be 
ong a Bar to his being diſpoſſeſſed of al! 
he had left. With theſe Apprehenſions, and in ” Il © 
this wavering uncertain State, he came again 

one Day to Sir Charles Wager, and ask d him if 
the Preſents his late Majeſty had made him, 

„ | | were 


by 
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were his own; and if he thought ety nüg NMR Ws 
keep them. To which Sir 2 anſwer 
that he look d upon the Preſents to be his own, : 
and believ'd his Majeſty intended them for 
none but him met, that 11 he Was in England : 

uly keep them, as every Man 
there es whatever is his-own ; but that he 
himſelf knew beſt, whether he might do ſo 
or not in his own Country; and how far the 
Faith of his Maſter was te be rely'd on. He 
ſhook his Head at this, and went away; and 
ſome Time after ſet fail for 7. angier, Where he 


he might cert 


arriv'd in Safety; and during the Stay of the 
Britiſh Squadron upon the Coaſts of Spain, the 
'Baſhaw kept his Word moſt punctually, out 


f Regard to Sir Charles Wager: But there's 


little doubt to be made, but that, upon Sir 
Charles's Departure, the poor Ambaſſador was 
ſtrippd to the laſt Stiver, and baſtinado'd 
into the Bargain: And the laſt may be wholly 
owing to the Covetous Temper of the Mort, 


mentioned before, who are ſo exceſſively in 


Love with Money, that tho they know they 


muſt part with it, in this Cafe,” or be beat to 


Death, will endure the Baſtinado till their 
Backs and Buttocks 5 are almoſt Mummy, before 


; they'll give it up. 


the Affair of the 


Since the the el Pages went to the Preſs, 


Idiers Pay here, has been de- 
termin | 


T 50 1 5 a | . 
termin'd in their Favour; as there was no 
doubt, conſidering who was concern'd for them, 
but it would be; and the Guards have already re- 
ceiv'd the Money due to them. Their good 
Friend, Col, Guiſe, has appear'd ſuch in an ex- 
+  traordinary Manner upon this Occaſion ; and 
the reſpective Officers have not only made 
up the Deficiency, . but tis faid that the Gar- 
riſon of Gibraltar will always be paid here- 
after according to the Value of Money here, 
and not at the Current Price there; which 
tzho' it leſſens the Advantage the Officers have 
always reap'd ſince Gibraltar has been in our 
Poſſeilion, muſt be of great Service to the. 
Private Men, who are in their Turn to have 
the Benefit of it. And as thoſe now, and 
lately there, have the utmoſt Reaſon to pray 
for. the Colonel upon many Accounts, 4 
while Gebralrar is under the Britiſh Juriſdiction; 
and garriſon'd by Buttons, they will have the 
utmoſt Reaſon to. bleſs the Memory of Colonel 
Guiſe, and always commemorate. the Good 
they owe to him, with every poſſible Demon- 
ſtration of Gratitude and Affection. What 
is not a Brave Man, beloved thus by the Army, 
capable off? How Equal is he to the Greateſt 
and moſt Glorious Undertaking? and what » ll { 
little Expectation could an Enemy have of 
Succeſs againſt Eugliſhmen cummanded by fo 
Good, ſo Generous a Leader? fm whom 
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might always be expected whatever à Bravre 
Man could Effect, the Head of Brave 1 
Troops, to which heh fendear'd himſelf b 

ot both his Beneficenice nl 
and Gallantry? £ | 
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